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RESEARCH ARTICLE

The of group counseling in secondary schools from
the perspective of educational counselors

Hiba Yassin Badiwi AbdulSalam *

General Directorate of Education in Anbar Governorate, Ministry of Education, Anbar, Iraq

ABSTRACT

The current research aims to identify the importance of group counseling in secondary schools from the perspective
of educational counselors. It also seeks to determine the statistical significance of differences based on gender (male,
female) in their perceptions of the importance of group counseling in secondary schools for the academic year (2024-
2025). The counseling relationship between counselor and counselee is not purely intellectual; it is impossible to
provide complete assistance to the counselee through their cognitive processes or behavior. Group counseling has
emerged as a cultural and educational focus, motivating numerous studies that have addressed the topic of group
counseling. These studies aim to establish a more sophisticated and nuanced scientific foundation for understanding its
details and developing sound strategies that align with the counselor's expertise and knowledge. The research sample
consisted of 200 male and female counselors randomly selected from secondary and intermediate schools in Anbar
Governorate. A questionnaire was used to achieve the research objectives. The questionnaire was reviewed by a group
of experts and specialists in educational counseling, and its reliability was established through test-retest
administration on the same sample. The scale, consisting of (24) items, was administered on a five-point scale
(strongly agree, moderately agree, sometimes agree, disagree, strongly disagree). The results showed no significant
differences according to the gender variable (male-female).

Keywords: Group guidance, educational counselors, Secondary schools.
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