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The Visible and the Invisible in the Panegyric Poetry of Ibn al-Kattani
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ABSTRACT

It is evident that the poetry of Ibn al-Kattani has long been neglected and its value underestimated,
especially when compared with other poets who have received extensive attention in literary studies and
critical compilations. Throughout history, poets have not been treated equally in literary scholarship; some
have enjoyed prominence, while others have remained in the margins. This disparity raises an important
question: why has critical focus been concentrated on one group of poets while another has been overlooked?
The reasons may be varied, including media influence, personal biases, and the presence of dominant critical
voices that resisted poetic styles that did not align with their tastes. At the same time, it is possible that the
poet himself did not fully succeed in employing his poetic skill to bridge the gap between his work and the
public, thereby creating an intellectual and cultural distance.
From this perspective, the present study seeks to uncover the poetic features of Ibn al-Kattani’s work, with
particular emphasis on his praise poetry (al-madih). This genre, distinguished by its eloquence and artistic
merit, demonstrates qualities that make it worthy of careful study and critical examination.

Keywords: The Visible ¢ The Invisible¢ Ibn al-Kattani¢ Visible Panegyrics¢ The Invisible Panegyric.
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