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Probability in Qur’anic Exegesis and Its Impact on Directing Qur’anic
Meaning and Interpretation
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ABSTRACT

This study examines the concept of interpretive probability (al-ihtimal) in Qur’anic exegesis and its methodological
role in directing meaning. It shows how interpretive probability reflects the breadth of Qur’anic semantics and reveals
exegetes’ approaches to engaging with the text. The research demonstrates that early exegetes, such as al-TabarT and
al-TusT, adopted an expansive approach by presenting multiple interpretive possibilities supported by linguistic and
textual evidence. In contrast, later exegetes, including Ibn ‘Ashiir and al-Tabataba’1, tended to restrict interpretive
probability by focusing on the most apparent meaning in harmony with the objectives of the Qur’anic discourse..

The study argues that the multiplicity of interpretations enables the Qur’an to address diverse theological,
jurisprudential, and ethical issues and to engage with changing contexts. However, it cautions that unregulated
acceptance of interpretive possibilities may lead to semantic ambiguity. Therefore, the study emphasizes adherence to
methodological criteria such as linguistic accuracy, contextual coherence, and reliance on authoritative textual evidence.
It concludes that interpretive probability is a disciplined methodological tool that enhances precision in Qur’anic
interpretation and reveals the richness and adaptability of the text.

Keywords: probability, exegesis, guidance, Qur’anic meaning, signification.
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