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Geopolitical Analysis of the American and Russian Role in Africa
Asst Lecturer: Saja Hamza Kamil
bas705.saja.hamza@uobabylon.edu.iq

Abstract:

This study examines the radical shift in the nature of international presence in
the African continent, moving from developmental and humanitarian discourse
0 "pure geopolitics" based on strategic interests¢ The research focuses on
analyzing the mechanisms of competition between the United States and the
Russian Federation< While Washington relies on financial institutions, formal
military bases, and good governance conditions, Moscow adopts a pragmatic
strategy based on direct security diplomacy, mercenary companies, and
exploiting anti-colonial narratives< The study concludes that this competition is
reshaping the continent's security map, placing African states in a difficult
position between maintaining sovereignty or accepting external guardianship,
with the rise of "pragmatic non-alignment" as an African response to these
dynamics.

Keywords: Geopolitics, African Continent, United States of America, Russia,
Strategic Competition, National Sovereignty.
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