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Abstract

The outbreak of World War lin 1914 was a landmark historical
event that reshaped the map of the regions serving as theaters
for military operations. Furthermore, it significantly influenced
the distribution of spheres of influence among colonial powers
seeking to control resource-rich areas. This situation catalyzed
resistance movements among the inhabitants of these regions,
including Mesopotamia (Iraqg), where the people confronted the
British occupation under the leadership of the religious authority
(Al-Marja’iyya). This resistance was particularly potent in cities
housing religious schools, most notably the city of Al-Hilla, withiits
scholarly and national elite known for their rich literary, cultural,
and religious heritage. They rejected the British occupation and
played a vital role in the famous 1920 Revolution (Thawrat al-
Ishrin), involving Al-Hilla’s senior scholars and notables. These
figures expressed their profound resentment and hatred for the
foreign occupier through the religious and literary assemblies

that were flourishing at the time.
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This research examines the national stances of Al-Hilla’s
scholars using a historical narrative and an analytical description
of their positions, while highlighting key historical events. The
first section focuses on the British occupation of Iraq in 1914,
while the second provides a clear depiction of the stance taken

by Al-Hilla's scholars regarding the British occupation.

Keywords: National stance, scholars of Hilla, British

occupation, Iragi revolution
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