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RESEARCH ARTICLE

Image Framing in News Websites During Operation Al-Agsa Flood a
Semiotic Analytical Study

Ibrahim Saber Abdulazeez *

Department of Media, College of Arts, University of Tikrit-iraq

ABSTRACT

This study aims to analyze the visual war in digital news websites during the Al-Agsa Flood operation
through a comparative semiotic analysis of the visual coverage provided by Al Jazeera, Sumeria News,
and CNN. The research adopts a descriptive analytical approach based on semiotic analysis to examine
visual symbols, connotations, implications, and media frames embedded in news images. The findings
reveal that Arab news outlets, particularly Al Jazeera and Sumeria News, predominantly emphasized the
humanitarian frame by highlighting Palestinian civilian suffering and employing visual symbols associated
with resilience and moral violation, thereby mobilizing Arab and international public opinion against the
occupation. In contrast, CNN focused on directing international public attention toward the brutality of the
Al-Agsa Flood operation, emphasizing shocking images related to Israeli captives and security incidents
within a selective humanitarian and security-oriented media frame. The study concludes that news images
play a pivotal role in shaping collective awareness and political and moral perceptions, and that visual
framing constitutes a fundamental dimension of contemporary media conflict.

Keywords: Visual War, Al-Aqsa Flood, Semiotic Analysis, Media Framing, Digital News Websites, Media and Conflict.
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