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The policy of sectarian repression in the Abbasid era (Al-

Mutawakkil as a model)

Hatem Hasan Hussein

University of Babylon / College of Basic Education / Department of History
Abstract

Al-Mutawakkil al-Abbasi was able to reach power without a
recommendation from his brother al-Wathiq, as al-Wathiq wanted the rule to
pass after him to his son Muhammad. However, al-Mutawakkil was able to
ascend to power with the support of Judge Ibn Abi Du’ad and some Turks, who
helped him to ascend to power and remove Muhammad Ibn al-Wathiq because
of his young age. Therefore, the era of al-Mutawakkil became the beginning of
what is called the “era of Turkish influence.”

Al-Mutawakkil pursued a policy based on repression and persecution
towards the Imams of the Ahl al-Bayt (peace be upon them) and their Shiites.
He was known for his Nasibi tendencies, as he proceeded to demolish the grave
of Imam al-Husayn (peace be upon him) and prevent people from visiting it. In
addition, he imposed forced residence on Imam Ali al-Hadi (peace be upon
him), as he worked to bring him from Medina to Samarra, and violated the
sanctity of his house by attacking him from time to time. In addition to that, he
pursued the Shiites of Ali (peace be upon him), tightened the noose around
them, killed them, and displaced them.

Keywords: Politics, Sectarian Repression, Abbasids, Al-Mutawakkil.
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