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Abstract
This research aims to study the aspects of social criticism in "Al-Mugama Al-Mudiriya"
by the Abbasid writer Badi' al-Zaman al-Hamadani, considering it as a rich literary model
that reflects the social and political reality of his era. Through this mugama, al-Hamadani
was able to present a satirical and critical portrayal of the prevailing manifestations of
moral and social deviation, using the mugama style that combines storytelling, humor,
dialogue, and high rhetorical language.

The study analyzes the most prominent phenomena criticized by the author, such as
hypocrisy, flattery, false claims of knowledge, religious hypocrisy, disguised begging, class
disparity, administrative corruption, and social exploitation, explaining how Badi' al-Zaman
embodied these in the character of Abu al-Fath al-Iskandari, who represents the
professional model of the cultured swindler, and in the character of Isa ibn Hisham, who
plays the role of the astonished and sometimes complicit narrator.

The research concludes that "Al-Mugama Al-Mudiriya" represents a literary and critical
document revealing an early social awareness and belongs to literature with a dual
function: artistic and educational. The study also confirms that Badi' al-Zaman used
symbolism and satire to bypass the political and religious restrictions that prevented direct
criticism, making his mugamat, especially "Al-Mudiriya," fertile sources for literary and
social studies

Keywords: (social criticism, Al-Magqama Al-Mudairiya, Badi' al-Zaman, satire, invective)
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