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Abstract

Fear of intimacy is a highly significant topic that warrants focused research and study due to
the evolving changes, developments, circumstances, and events that are increasingly prevalent
in societies. These factors have both direct and indirect effects on the psychological and social
dimensions of individuals who fall victim to them, as well as on the strategies and methods
employed to address these issues. The current research problem is encapsulated in the
following question: Do orphaned students experience fear of intimacy? The objective of this
study is to examine the presence of fear of intimacy among a sample of orphaned students,
considering the variable of gender (male and female). The research population comprised 3,206
orphaned students enrolled in secondary schools in Basrah Governorate during the academic
year 2024-2025. The researcher adopted the Fear of Intimacy Scale developed by Descutner
& Thelen (1991), ensuring its suitability for the research sample and objectives. This scale
consists of 35 items. The researcher translated the scale and conducted a back-translation,
followed by assessments of validity and reliability through test-retest methods, yielding a
reliability coefficient of 0.807, and Cronbach's alpha, which was 0.903. The finalized version
of the scale was administered to a sample of 350 orphaned students in secondary schools within

Basrah Governorate.

The researcher arrived at the following key findings: There are statistically significant
differences in fear of intimacy based on gender (male and female), with males exhibiting higher
levels. Based on the findings, the study recommends:
1. Implementing early detection programs in secondary schools to identify students
exhibiting signs of fear of intimacy.
2. Encouraging educational institutions and universities to prioritize the psychological
and emotional well-being of orphaned students, integrating support systems to address
their unique needs.

Keywords: Fear of Intimacy, Orphaned Students, Gender Differences, Basrah, Psychological
Assessment
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