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Abstract

Protest behavior is a negative behavioral pattern frequently observed in youth football
competitions. It often arises from emotional tension, refereeing decisions, frustration,
provocation, or a feeling of injustice during play. This behavior can negatively impact
athletic performance, emotional control, on—field discipline, and the psychological
readiness necessary for effective participation in competition. Therefore, this study
addresses a significant psychological and behavioral problem in youth football,
emphasizing the need for sound scientific interventions capable of regulating players'
responses under competitive pressure. To achieve the study's objectives, the
researchers adopted a descriptive approach. They developed and standardized a
protest behavior scale for young football players. This scale was designed to suit the
characteristics of the target age group and the nature of the Iraqi sports environment.
Its scientific properties, including validity, reliability, and objectivity, were verified,
confirming its suitability as a diagnostic and evaluative tool for measuring protest

behavior.
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