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Abstract

A careful examination of the verses of the Holy Qur’an reveals
expressions that are clear in meaning and readily understood, such
that the recipient of the discourse encounters no difficulty in
comprehending them. On the other hand, there are expressions whose
understanding requires interpretation and exegesis that align with the
linguistic heritage and are consistent with Islamic beliefs. This is
because interpreting such expressions according to their conventional

meanings may conflict with the sanctity of the Divine Essence.

An example of this is the term “hand.” In its original linguistic usage,
this term denotes a physical limb or palm; however, such meanings

contradict sound Islamic doctrine, which rejects any anthropomorphism
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or corporeal attribution to the Divine Essence, as God is exalted above

such descriptions.

In recognition of the importance of the integration of disciplines, this
study combines the fields of Arabic linguistics and Islamic
jurisprudence in order to achieve a more comprehensive and complete
understanding of the subject. It is also worth noting that a range of
relevant linguistic and Sharia sources and references have been

consulted to fulfill the requirements of this study.

The research has led to several findings, which are presented in the
conclusion. Among the most significant is that the term “hand” in the
Holy Qur’an carries multiple meanings, most of which extend beyond
its literal sense to figurative meanings derived from the Qur’anic
context. Indeed, context constitutes a fundamental basis  for
understanding Qur’anic expression. As for the usage of the term
“hand” in relation to the Divine Essence, its occurrences in the Qur’an
vary, and accordingly, its meanings also vary, including power, grace,

and other meanings demonstrated in their respective contexts.
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