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Abstract:
The system of crimes and penalties in Iraqi criminal law serves as a
miirror reflecting the development of legal thought and criminal jus—
tice in the state, and constitutes a field for the interaction between na—
tional legislation and international human rights principles. This study
aims to analyze the legal structure of crimes and penalties in Iraqi
criminal legislation by comparing its provisions with international
human rights standards, particularly those contained in the 1966 In—
ternational Covenant on Civil and Political Rights and other relevant
international declarations and conventions.
The research focuses on the principle of criminal legality and the pro—
portionality between crime and punishment, as they represent the
two fundamental guarantees of human rights in the face of the state’s
punitive authority. It also examines the extent to which Iraqi legisla—
tion aligns with international standards prohibiting torture and cruel
or inhuman punishments, as well as its adoption of alternative sanc—
tions that take into account rehabilitative and reformative dimensions
rather than purely punitive ones. The descriptive method was fol-
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lowed in this thesis.
The study also provides a comparative analysis between the provi—
sions of the Iraqi Penal Code and what is established in international
instruments regarding the definition of crime, types of penalties, the
rules governing their implementation, and the rights of the accused
and convicted persons during investigation and enforcement stages.
The aim of this thesis is to analyze the legal foundations of the concepts
of crime and punishment in Iraqi criminal law and to clarify the extent
of their consistency with constitutional principles that guarantee the
protection of freedom and human dignity. It also seeks to define the
relationship between Iraq’s penal system and human rights standards,
particularly the principles set forth in the International Covenant on
Civil and Political Rights, and to outline the limits of the state’s au—
thority in criminalization and punishment in a manner consistent with
the principle of criminal legality and without unjustified infringement
upon individuals’ fundamental rights and freedoms.
The findings indicate that although Iraqi legislation contains advanced
humanitarian principles, it still requires legislative and institutional de—
velopment to enhance the balance between protecting society and
safeguarding human dignity and basic rights. The results also highlight
the need to reconsider the philosophy of punishment in Iraq so that it
shifts from a tool of deterrence and retribution into a means of social
reform and offender rehabilitation, in order to achieve criminal justice
in its modern form aligned with human rights principles.
Keywords: Iraqi criminal law, human rights, principle of legality, pro-
portionality between crime and punishment, alternative sanctions.
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