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Abstract

This study examines the reading act in Tashari by the Iraqi novelist Inaam Kachachi
through the perspective of Reception Theory, considering reading as an interpretive act
that produces meaning rather than a passive process of reception. The study is based
on the assumption that the novel relies on an open narrative structure that assigns the
reader a central role in completing meaning and constructing significance. The
research adopts a descriptive-analytical approach, drawing on key concepts of
Reception Theory as developed by Hans Robert Jauss and Wolfgang Iser, particularly
the notions of horizon of expectations, textual gaps, and the implied reader. The study
demonstrates that Tashari employs non-linear narration and temporal fragmentation,
disrupting the conventional chronological sequence of events and compelling the
reader to reorganize and connect narrative segments. The multiplicity of narrative
voices further expands the interpretive horizon and prevents a single authoritative
perspective, transforming the text into an open dialogic space. The article also
highlights the role of textual thresholds—especially the title—in guiding the reading
process, as it signifies spatial and human fragmentation experienced by the characters.
The study concludes that the novel’s condensed language and narrative economy
create silent spaces within the text that can only be completed through an active
reading act grounded in the reader’s cultural and historical awareness, particularly in
relation to themes of exile, memory, and identity. Accordingly, the article affirms that
the reading act in Tashari constitutes a fundamental structural element in meaning
production and situates the novel within modern narrative texts that rely on an engaged
.and participatory reader
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