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Abstract:
Intellectual terrorism represents one of the most serious challenges facing Iraqi
society in recent decades, as it targets the cognitive and value systems of
individuals, particularly the youth, through subtle mechanisms that reshape
collective awareness and undermine trust in institutions, thereby threatening
the foundations of coexistence and social peace.
The study concludes that intellectual terrorism constitutes a preliminary
structure for physical violence, as it reshapes belief systems on exclusionary
foundations that transform differences into existential conflicts. Therefore,
confronting it requires adopting a comprehensive strategy based on reforming
religious discourse, promoting critical thinking, rebuilding trust in institutions,
empowering the family and educational institutions, and activating the role of
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civil society in safeguarding collective awareness and reinforcing the values of
moderation and tolerance.

Keywords: Intellectual terrorism, Religious extremism, takfir, sectarianism,
extremist, movements .
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