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Abstract

The research dealt with the criticality of the still moment in Mahmoud Fahmy's paintings, as the
researcher sought within the contexts of aesthetic reading of visual texts in the cultural framework,
concepts appeared that immortalize the moment in time and place in thought and philosophy, so the
researcher dealt with those concepts about the moment in time as a critical concept within the works
of the artist Mahmoud Fahmy to show how those concepts work in his works, so she divided the
research into three chapters, the first of which included the research problem that was based on the
question: What is the criticality of the still moment in Mahmoud Fahmy's paintings? The researcher
then mentioned the importance of the research and the need for it as an academic study that
supports the visual arts library in Basra in particular and Iraq in general, as it searches for the types
of forestry of the still moment presented by the artist Mahmoud Fahmy and how he dealt with that
system of physical concepts on the one hand and philosophical concepts on the other hand so that
students and scholars of the visual arts can benefit from those readings that the artist adopted to
present the concept of still forestry in time. After that, the researcher mentioned the goal of the
research, which is to identify the forestry of the still moment in Mahmoud Fahmy's paintings. Then
the research was limited to the works of the Iraqi artist Mahmoud Fahmy containing the concepts of

(crisis), (moment) and (stillness), especially those that he derived from the local Iraqi reality. The

choice was limited in time to the period between (2016-2022) and taken from the Iraqi Artists

Association, the artist's Facebook account and published articles. Then the terms were defined as

forestry, moment and stillness, then the second chapter came as a theoretical framework that

contained four topics, the first of which is the concept of forestry, the second is instantaneous time,
the third topic is still forestry in the formation, while the fourth topic came under the title of still and
moving, then came the research indicators, so the researcher moved to the third chapter, research
procedures in which she showed the research community and its sample and the method used, so

the research tool was followed by an analysis of the sample models through which she reached a

group of results, conclusions, recommendations and suggestions that were included in the fourth

chapter, then followed by the sources, and among the most prominent results:

1- The artist emphasized time and the stability of the moment that he seizes from reality, and he
also emphasized the place from which he steals that moment, so he chose an environment that
suits his memories and addresses the memory of the collective consciousness of society.

2- The basic theory of the criticality of the still moment is based on the principle of time and space
and their balance according to scientific physical systems, because any physical system has
latent energy that determines its stability in a state of rest, and when it is exposed to an external
disturbance as an influence on the surrounding conditions, the thing moves from a state of
equilibrium to a new state in a moment known as the critical moment.

3- The artist's affiliation with magical realism helped him as a style that combines elements of daily
realism in a magical way, creating a world that challenges the known laws of realism; Magical
realism is distinguished by mixing reality and imagination to create a world in which the
wonderful feeling of the daily event coexists naturally through visual metaphors of a past time
such as some places and tools.
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