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Abstract:

This study examines the development of United States policy toward Syria during the
period (2003-2014), in light of regional transformations following the occupation of Iraq.
The policy of U.S. President George W. Bush was characterized by escalation and
pressure on Syria through the imposition of sanctions and attempts at international
isolation. With the outbreak of the Syrian crisis in 2011, the United States reconsidered its
policy approach by supporting the opposition and calling for regime change in Syria.
During the presidency of Barack Obama, the United States adopted a policy of avoiding
direct military intervention, preferring instead the use of diplomatic and political methods.
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