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Abstract:
The age structure is one of the most important demographic indica—
tors that profoundly affects local planning, given its direct impact on
the populatios needs in education, health, housing, infrastructure,
and the labor market. This review aims to analyze the age structure of
the population in the holy governorate of Karbala, relying on reports
from the Central Statistical Organization and relevant international,
Arab, and Iraqi publications, while discussing the planning implica—
tions of shifts in the age composition. The study concluded that Kar—
bala is experiencing a widening base of its population pyramid and a
high growth rate among young people, which generates development
opportunities but simultaneously places significant pressure on pub-—
lic services. The study recommends adopting planning policies based
on population projections and developing education, health, and em—
ployment strategies that respond to changes in the age structure.
Keywords:age structure, Karbala, local planning, population, demographic shifts.
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