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Religious Tolerance in the Abbasid Era: An Analytical Historical Study of
Coexistence Policies Between Muslims and Dhimmis (750-1000 CE)

Abbas Khalid Abbas

Abstract

This study examines religious tolerance policies in the Abbasid state during the
period from 750 to 1000 CE, by analyzing the legislative, administrative, and
cultural framework that governed relations between Muslims and non-Muslim
communities (Dhimmis) under the Islamic dhimma system. The study aims to
elucidate the concept of religious tolerance in Abbasid political practice, map
patterns of social and economic coexistence among religious communities
including Christians, Jews, Sabians, and Zoroastrians, and assess the impact of
these policies on social stability. The study employs a critical analytical historical
methodology grounded in primary sources and comparative analysis. It concludes
that the Abbasid state established a comprehensive legal system guaranteeing
dhimmi communities protection, freedom of worship, and economic participation,
and that Abbasid society witnessed profound civilizational coexistence manifest
in the translation movement and scientific institution-building. The Abbasid
experience in managing religious plurality represents a historical model worthy
of academic investigation and application in contemporary coexistence
frameworks.
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