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Cultural Context Between Comparative Literature and Cultural
Anthropology: An Analytical Approach in Light of the American School
Dr. Ahmed Hussein Joudah Al-Sharifi
College of Basic Education/University of Babylon
Abstract

This study stems from a central question: To what extent can cultural anthropology
be considered an effective theoretical and methodological framework for re-
establishing comparative literary studies, moving beyond linguistic and textual
confines towards a deeper understanding of the cultural contexts within which
literature is produced and received? The study aims to analyze the levels of
epistemological and methodological intersection between the two fields, focusing
on the American school of comparative literature, which has transcended the binary
of influence and being influenced towards the study of holistic cultural contexts. The
study adopts a composite methodology that combines descriptive, comparative, and
interpretive analysis, and employs the tools of conceptual analysis and intercultural
reading. The study concluded that contemporary cultural anthropology, particularly
its concepts of cultural relativism, acculturation, and cultural regions, provides
analytical tools capable of renewing comparative literature methodologies and
broadening its epistemological horizons. It further argued that the integration of
these two fields represents an epistemological necessity in light of the
transformations of globalization and contemporary intercultural communication.
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