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Abstract:

This study examines the life and exegetical methodology of the Imami mystic and
Qur’anic commentator Sayyid Haydar al-Amult (719 AH — late 8th/14th century). It
highlights his intellectual and spiritual trajectory, scholarly standing, and the distinctive
features of his mystical exegesis. Al-Amuli’s life is marked by two major phases: the
first devoted to acquiring religious sciences and engaging in political life, and the
second characterized by spiritual maturity, withdrawal from politics, and dedication to
mystical and esoteric knowledge. He left behind more than twenty works, among the
most prominent are Jami‘ al-Asrar wa Manba“ al-Anwar and al-Muhit al-A ‘zam wa al-
Tud al-Ashamm fi Ta'wil Kitab Allah al-°Aziz al-Hakim.

His al-Muhit al-A‘zam represents the pinnacle of his intellectual production,
being a mystical exegesis that integrates rational proof (burhan), mystical insight
(‘irfan), and the Qur’an. The work is structured around seven comprehensive
introductions and draws upon authoritative sources such as al-Tabrisi’s Majma“ al-
Bayan and al-Zamakhshari’s al-Kashshaf, in addition to the esoteric interpretations of
mystics like Najm al-Din al-Razi and ‘Abd al-Razzaq al-Qashani. The commentary is
distinguished by its use of symbolic diagrams and tables to articulate divine realities
and mystical knowledge, while emphasizing reconciliation among different theological
and exegetical approaches.

The study underscores al-Amuli’s synthesis of Shari‘a (the law), Tariga (the path),
and Haqiqa (the truth), as well as his conviction that genuine mysticism is inherently
aligned with Imami Shi‘ism. His contribution stands out as a seminal defense of Shi‘i
mysticism and positions his al-Muhit al-A‘zam as one of the most significant mystical
exegeses in the Islamic tradition.

This study adopted a composite methodology that combines the descriptive and
analytical approaches. This was achieved by describing his personal and academic
biography, analyzing his exegetical methodology and its characteristics, as well as his
standing among scholars and his influence.
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The research plan consisted of two main sections. The first section addressed the
biography of Sayyid Haydar Al-Amuli and his exegetical methodology. The second
section elaborated on Al-Amuli's approach to Quranic exegesis.

Keywords: Haider, interpretation, mysticism, the greatest ocean, law, method, truth,
Shiite.
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