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Abstract:
This research examines the problem of the transition from political
unity to fragmentation in Islamic history, focusing on the role of in—
ternal conflicts (over power, sectarianism, and ethnicity) as a key factor
in weakening central authority, using the historical analytical meth—
od. This research aims to analyze the historical problem of the radical
transformation that the political structure of the Islamic state under—
went, from a stage of unity and caliphate centralization to a stage of
fragmentation and multiple centers Independent. The study focuses
on examining the crucial role of internal political conflicts as the most
influential factor in weakening central authority and destabilizing
the Islamic political system throughout its various eras. The research
adopted the historical-analytical method to extrapolate political
events and link them to their social and intellectual contexts, utiliz—
ing a theoretical framework based on Ibn Khaldun’s introductions to
human civilization and the theory of social cohesion, through applied
examples from the era. and sultanates. The second Abbasid period was
a pivotal time in the process of disintegration. The research reached a
number of key conclusions, most notably: that the crisis of political
legitimacy resulting from the ambiguity of the mechanisms for the
transfer of power was the initial spark for internal conflict; that the ex—
ploitation of sectarian and ethnic divisions deepened the rift between
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the components of the state and transformed doctrinal differences

into bloody conflict; in addition to the destructive role of the interven—

tion of the military establishment (such as the Turks and the Buyids)

in political affairs and the selection of caliphs. The research concludes

The research indicates that political disintegration preceded military

disintegration, necessitating lessons on the importance of institutional

governance and the need to separate personal and tribal loyalties from
loyalty to the state to ensure political stability.

Keywords: Islamic state, political conflicts, disintegration, political le-

gitimacy, Abbasid era, tribalism
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