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Abstract
This study explores the major critical viewpoints presented by

Dr. Mahdi al-Makhzumi in his influential work Fi al-Nahw al-‘Arabi:
Naqd wa Tawjih (“Arabic Grammar: Critique and Direction”). The re—
search examines his methodological reliance on Qur’anic citations and
Arabic poetic evidence, as well as his systematic use of logical and rational
arguments to support specific grammatical positions and refute others. It
further highlights the linguistic proof strategies he employs, including the
use of the prepositional lam with the emphatic particle inna, his recurrent
application of argumentative expressions of doubt—particularly the verb
za ama—and his discussion of al-tam ul (strained or forced interpreta—
tion) as part of his critique of traditional grammatical reasoning.
The study concludes that Dr. al-Makhzumi’s critical methodology in lin—
guistic and grammatical analysis aligns with a pedagogically facilitative
approach that contributes to simplifying and easing the process of learn—
ing Arabic, especially at the introductory stages. Meanwhile, he reserves
extensive theoretical detail for advanced levels of study and for special-
ists in the field. Overall, his approach presents a balanced framework that

, bridges traditional grammatical scholarship with modern principles of
\ linguistic analysis and language pedagogy.

Keywords: Critical opinions, Arabic grammar, preposition.
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