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{ Abstract
One of the most prominent factors leading to the decline in the ef-
fectiveness of Iraq’s foreign policy is the growing regional hegemony
over its foreign policy decisions. This has reached the point where
Iraqi decision—-makers are unable to take foreign policy steps con—
cerning the country without obtaining permission and approval from
influential countries within Iraq. While the situation requires serious
diplomatic action from Iraqi policy, there are numerous regional is—
sues arising from past and current conflicts that positively or nega—
tively impact Iraq. This necessitates the adoption of independent and
sound political decisions, free from the hegemony of regional powers.
Keywords: External hegemony, r gional influence, regional control,
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