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Intellectual effort in interpretation among deconstructionists

An analytical study
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Abstract

The Tafkiki school (School of Separation) is considered one of the most
significant and critical contemporary readings of the religious text. Its significance
stems from its direct impact on the doctrinal aspects of Islamic thought. This school
follows a set of foundational interpretive methodologies to achieve a precise
understanding of the religious text. Chief among these foundations is the method of
"Intellectual Reasoning™ (Rational Ijtihad) in interpretation. The Tafkikis have
accorded the intellect profound importance, albeit within a specific set of constraints
detailed in their primary sources.

The method of rational interpretation represents a historical evolution from the
traditionalist (narrative-based) approach, which relied solely on transmitted reports to
understand Quranic texts—a method that prevailed during the early era of codification.
While its early roots extend back to the era of the Text itself, the rational approach,
which positions the intellect as the primary basis for interpreting texts, has faced
numerous objections regarding the nature of its rational grounding and its relationship
with tradition.

To provide further clarification and insight, this research is divided into two
sections: The first section addresses the essence of Intellectual Reasoning and its
authoritative validity (Hujjiyah). The second section explores the Tafkiki position on
Intellectual Reasoning within the process of understanding the religious text, focusing
specifically on their stance regarding the conflict between Reason and Revelation.
Keywords: ljtihad, reason, interpretation, deconstruction, methodology.
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