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Argumentative factors in Abu Tammam's Hamasa - the chapter on elegies
as a model
L.D Ahmed Saleh Dheyab Al Shehab
Abstract

This research investigates the argumentative operators in the elegiac section (Bab
al-Marathi) of Abu Tammam’s Hamasa, providing a theoretical framework that
defines these linguistic tools as mechanisms for strengthening or redirecting
arguments to achieve persuasion. Organized into four sections based on a textual
survey of the diwan, the study first examines the argumentative function of
negation, analyzing its strategic role in poetic discourse. The second section
explores the argumentativity of restriction (Qasr), followed by an analysis of
emphasis (Tawkid) as a means of consolidating rhetorical impact. Finally, the
research addresses weighting operators (Tarjih), such as “maybe” and "may”,
which modulate the intensity of claims through relative probability. Drawing on
pragmatics and argumentation theory, the paper concludes by highlighting how
these operators function collectively to shape the communicative process. The
study relies on Diwan al-Hamasa and its major commentaries as primary sources
for its analytical applications.
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