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EFFECT OF METHOD AND SEEDING DATE ON
FLOWERING AND YIELD OF TOMATO IN

KARBALA DESERT
H. A. Mahmamod* S. K. Sadeq* K. A. Motar**
ABSTRACT

A field experiment was carried out during 1999/2000 season to
produce tomato seedling under nursery envirommnent with desert planting
conditions using plastic tunnels and drip irrigation from wells for
studying flowering and crop components in Karbala desert location.

Factorial experiment was conducted using two seeding dates (1/8
and 15/8) and five planting methods (direct seeding in the field, seeding
with four sizes of transplanting containers; polyethylene black bags,
plastic cups, Stvrofoam plates and plastic plates) in randomized complete
block design with 4 replications. The results could be summarized as
follows:

Transplanting method increased significantly the number of days
from planting to flowering, fruiting and maturity of the fruit in
comparison to direct seeding. The first seeding date increased the number
of days to flowering and fruiting in comparison to the second seeding date,
while the second seeding date increased the number of days to fruit
maturity.

The results revealed that the transplanting in bags, cups, Styrofoam
plates and plastic plates significantly reduced number of fruits / plant and
early yield, but increased average fruit weight in comparison to the direct
seeding,.

" The transplanting by bags increased (not significantly) total yield in
comparison to the direct seeding. The transplanting by cups, Styrofoam
and plastic plates, reduced total yield in comparison to the direct seeding.
The first planting date produced higher number of fruits / plant, early and
total yield on comparison to second planting date, but no significant effect
in average fruit weight.

Part of MSc. Thesis of the third Author.
*  College of Agric.- Baghdad Univ. - Baghdad, Iraq.
** College of Science -AL-Kufa Univ.- Najaif, Iraq.
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