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Abstract

This study was conducted in Karbala, Irag, and aimed to examine the relationship
between critical listening skills and inferential thinking among fifth-grade science
female students. It addressed a key educational issue: the weakness in students’ critical
listening abilities, which hinders their logical reasoning and academic performance. A
descriptive correlational approach was used, appropriate to the study’s goals. The
sample included students from several schools in central Karbala during the 2024-2025
academic year. Two research tools were employed: one to assess critical listening and
another to evaluate inferential thinking, both developed according to standards of
validity and reliability.

Results showed a statistically significant correlation between critical listening and
inferential thinking, suggesting that improving listening skills can effectively support
the development of reasoning. The study also found that many students exhibited low
proficiency in both areas, indicating possible gaps in curricula and reliance on
traditional teaching methods.

The study concluded that critical listening is not just a language skill but a key
cognitive tool for enhancing logical thinking and decision-making. It recommended
integrating both skills into the curriculum and training teachers in modern instructional
strategies. Future research was suggested to explore other educational levels or
additional influencing variables.

Keywords: Listening, Critical, Thinking, Reasoning, Students, Fifth, Scientific.
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