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Abstract )

This study examines symbolic violence in pre—Islamic (Jahili) poetry,
considering it a potent tool for reproducing social and cultural domi-
nance. Symbolic violence extends beyond physical aggression to a
structured form of influence exercised through language, poetic im—
agery, and rhetorical devices. The research begins by defining violence
linguistically and tracing its conceptualization in modern terminol-
ogy, particularly Pierre Bourdieu’s notion of symbolic violence as a
form of non—physical domination imposed through cultural symbols.
The study analyzes manifestations of symbolic violence in the works
of selected poets, with a focused application on Imru’ al-Qais, where
it appears in constructing individual selthood; Antarah ibn Shaddad,
where it functions to claim social recognition and resist exclusion; and
Amr ibn Kulthum, where it reflects explicit tribal dominance. Find—
ings reveal that symbolic violence manifests through satire, self-ag—
grandizement, martial imagery, and genealogical pride, highlighting
its role in reinforcing tribal identity, legitimizing social hierarchies,
and regulating collective behavior. The research underscores poetry

as a central cultural, political, and social instrument in Jahili society.
Keywords: symbolic violence, pre-Islamic poetry, representation of

symbolic violence .
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