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Collective Ijtihad and Its Applications in Figh Councils" A research paper
submitted for academic promotion
Isrra Abbas Fadhil Alsammarraie
Abstract:

This study examines collective ijtihad as a contemporary mechanism for
deriving Islamic rulings on emerging issues through the collaboration of jurists
and subject-matter experts. It aims to establish its theoretical foundations, clarify
its relationship with ijma“ (consensus) and shiira (consultation), and define its
methodological controls, including the qualifications of jurists, processes of
reasoning, and decision-making procedures. The study also analyzes selected
applications from contemporary figh councils in medical and financial issues
such as organ transplantation, assisted reproduction, and electronic transactions,
highlighting their methods of reasoning and causes of agreement and
disagreement. The research concludes that collective ijtihad is a necessary and
effective approach in addressing modern complexities, achieving the objectives
of Shari‘ah, and promoting unity in legal opinions.
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