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Abstract

This study examines Surah Fussilat (9—12), presenting a comprehensive scene
of the creation of the earth and the heavens—from the establishment of the earth,
the stabilization of mountains, and the determination of sustenance, to the
formation of the heavens as smoke and their completion as seven heavens
adorned with lamps. The methodology combines linguistic and rhetorical analysis
with classical exegesis (al-Tabari, al-Zamakhshari, Ibn Kathir), and crucially
integrates a pragmatic dimension that focuses on discourse functions through
speech acts, deixis (temporal, spatial, personal), and conversational implicature.
Findings show that the Qur’an offers a purposive vision of creation emphasizing
monotheism, subjugation, and cosmic order, while the pragmatic analysis reveals
the illocutionary force of rhetorical interrogation and indirect imperatives and their
persuasive and affective impact. In comparison with modern cosmology and
geology, the study highlights points of convergence (order, material beginnings,
mountain function) and divergence (purpose vs. mechanism, language vs.
terminology, temporality). It recommends separating Qur’anic purposes from
scientific mechanisms and adopting an integrative, non-identical methodology,
enriching interdisciplinary inquiry and affirming the harmony between religion and

science.
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