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The impact of retracting testimony in criminal proceedings: A comparative

study between Islamic law and lraqi law

Asst. Prof. Edrees Adnan Ayyash
University of Samarra

Abstract:
This study examines the effect of recantation of testimony in criminal cases
through a comparison between Islamic jurisprudence and Iraqi law. It adopts an
analytical comparative approach to assess its admissibility and impact on
judicial rulings. The study finds that the effect of recantation varies by timing: it
Is accepted before judgment, weakens after it, and is generally disregarded after
execution, while liability remains. It highlights the detailed approach of Islamic
jurisprudence versus the Iraqi law’s emphasis on finality, and recommends
granting judicial discretion and explicit legislative regulation.

Keywords: Recantation of Testimony, Criminal Evidence, Witness Testimony,
Islamic Jurisprudence, Iragi Law
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