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A delightful and noble treatise on the method of determining the start of the

month of fasting, by the eminent scholar Sheikh Muhammad al-Jawhari al-

Khalidi, who passed away in 1215 AH. Study and verification by Dr. Rana
Khudair Jassim Hassan
College of Education, Iragi University.

Summary.

The manuscript "Malha Latifa wa Minha Sharifa Munifa" by the scholar
Muhammad al-Jawhari al-Khalidi al-Shafi'i (d. 1215 AH) is a unique example of
specialized legal treatises. Its subject revolves around the method of determining
the start of the month of Ramadan. The author discusses the issue of astronomical
calculations, emphasizing that relying on them in matters of worship does not
replace the established practice of sighting the new moon for the general Muslim
population, but rather is only valid in limited cases, such as when the calculations
of an astronomer are binding upon him personally. As for the critical edition of
the manuscript, the work involves reviving the text and presenting it according to
scholarly principles. The process begins with collecting and comparing
manuscript copies (collusion) to ensure the text is free from errors and
distortions. In the "study" phase, the editor introduces al-Jawhari, his era, and the
significance of his treatise. In the "critical edition,” the editor is committed to
faithfully transcribing the text, referencing Quranic verses and hadiths, attributing
legal opinions to their sources within the Shafi'i school of thought, and
identifying the prominent figures mentioned. The work concludes with the
creation of precise and detailed indexes (for both topics and sources), making the
manuscript an accessible reference for researchers. Thus, this work combines
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reasoned jurisprudence with the rigor of hadith scholarship and critical editing,
preserving al-Jawhari's legacy from loss and presenting it to the Islamic library in
its most distinguished scholarly form.

Keywords: A kind and generous gift - A noble and generous gift - How to

establish the month of fasting - Muhammad Al-Jawhari Al-Khalidi.
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