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Muhammad Osman Al-Said and His Role in the Constitutional
Amendment in Libya 1962
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ABSTRACT

This study examines the constitutional amendment enacted in Libya on 7 December 1962 as a significant turning
point in the country’s history during the monarchical era, particularly under the premiership of Mohammed Osman
Al-Said (16 October 1960 — 19 March 1963). The research aims to clarify his role in advancing and securing the
approval of the amendment within the Council of Ministers and subsequently in Parliament. He capitalized on
converging internal factors aimed at restructuring the state, as well as external considerations linked to the interests of
certain foreign companies operating in the country. The constitutional amendment marked a fundamental shift in
Libya’s political system, transforming it from a federal structure composed of three provinces Cyrenaica,
Tripolitania, and Fezzan alongside a central government in the capital, Tripoli, into a unitary system divided into ten
governorates. This transformation strengthened national unity, consolidated the authority of the central government,
and reorganized administrative and financial competencies between the center and the governorates. The study
concludes by identifying the principal outcomes of this constitutional transition, its impact on public life, and the
influence of Mohammed Osman Al-Said’s leadership in supporting this transformative process.
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