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Abstract
This study examines a specific dimension of the broader Islamic doctrinal
discourse on Mahdism, focusing on the identification of individuals who deviated
from orthodox Islamic teachings and promoted or adopted heterodox ideas and
sectarian doctrines during the period of the Imam al-Mahdi’s (peace be upon him)
occultation. His absence from public life—necessitated by persecution from the
Abbasid authority and its persistent efforts to locate him, along with other
contributing factors—created a socioreligious context conducive to the
emergence of opportunistic actors and individuals of weak faith seeking prestige,
authority, or material gain. In response, the Imam intervened through an official
pronouncement issued publicly by his appointed representative, with the aim of
exposing the deviant individual, formally declaring dissociation from them, and
pronouncing condemnation.
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