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Abstract

Ibn LahT'a is regarded as one of the prominent figures who left a clear
imprint on the fields of Prophetic Hadith and historical narration in Egypt,
to the extent that his contemporaries referred to him as “the scholar of
the Egyptian lands and its leading traditionist.” He was raised in a
scholarly environment, frequently attending from an early age the
gatherings of scholars and traditionists held in Egypt. Through these
assemblies, he acquired extensive knowledge from the leading teachers
of his time in the science of Hadith and its principles.

In his pursuit of knowledge, Ibn Laht'a traveled to numerous regions of
the Islamic world seeking learning in this discipline, which enabled him
to meet many of the eminent Hadith scholars of his era. It is reported
that the number of scholars who studied under him and transmitted from
him—whose narrations were later incorporated into the Six Canonical
Hadith Collections (al-Sihah al-Sittah)—reached approximately sixty-four
traditionists.

At the same time, Ibn Lahi'a was considered one of the pillars of the
historical school in Egypt, and his name appears prominently in many
historical sources concerned with the history of Egypt. His role extended
beyond this domain, as he also maintained a notable presence in
historical narration across numerous works of Islamic historiography of
varying themes, including Tarikh Madinat Dimashq (The History of the
City of Damascus.Furthermore, Ibn Laht'a contributed, to some extent,
to the transmission of reports related to the Prophetic biography (Sirah).
This led Ibn ‘Asakir to rely extensively on his narrations throughout
many sections of his work Tarikh Madinat Dimashq, placing Ibn Laht'a
among the foremost scholars whose narrations are frequently cited in
that work. These narrations provided an appropriate context for
discussing some of the most significant events of the Prophetic
biography, particularly the battles and expeditions of the Prophet (peace
be upon him.Although many of the reports concerning these battles that
were transmitted by Ibn ‘Asakir through Ibn Laht'a were not primarily
intended to provide detailed accounts of the events, they nevertheless
contain valuable historical material relevant to this field. At the same
time, the scholarly reputation of Ibn Laht’a remained a subject of debate
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among the scholars of al-Jarh wa-al-Ta'dil (Hadith criticism); some
regarded him as weak in transmission, while others considered him
trustworthy. Despite this scholarly disagreement, such criticism did not
significantly diminish the reliance of numerous sources on his narrations,
as his name continued to appear prominently in many Islamic sources
dealing with both Prophetic Hadith and historical narration.
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