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A systematic analysis of Edward Said’s thought: his concept of
literature and contemporary problems in cultural criticism
Abdullah Saad Bustan
Presidency of the University of Diyala [ Center for Continuing
Education

Abstract :

This analytical study focuses on the multifaceted intellectual heritage of Edward Said,
particularly emphasizing his conception of literature and contemporary challenges within
cultural criticism. Edward Said, a prominent figure in literary and cultural criticism in the
twentieth century, offered profound insights into the intersection of literature, culture, and
politics. His work underscores the role of literature and culture in shaping individual and
collective identities, along with addressing contemporary issues within cultural criticism
Key aspects of Said's thought include his understanding of literature and culture as tools
in identity construction, as well as his analysis of contemporary problems within cultural
criticism. He examines concepts such as identity, colonialism, and cultural hegemony,
elucidating their impact on cultural and intellectual production. Said relies on a
comprehensive methodology for literary and cultural criticism, placing literary and cultural
works within historical and cultural contexts. He highlights the dynamic interactions
between cultures and political forces, illustrating how literature is influenced by these
interactions.

However, Said's analysis delves deeply into Arab cultural criticism, as evidenced in his
major work '"The Arab Exile,"” where he explores the effects of Western colonialism on

Arab identity and literature. Said calls for a mutual balance between literary criticism and
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political criticism, emphasizing that understanding literature requires studying its political
and social contexts. In conclusion, Edward Said's methodology offers valuable insights
into the complexities of cultural criticism, highlighting the interconnected relationship
between literature, politics, and culture. His analytical framework continues to enrich
scholarly discourse, providing a deeper understanding of contemporary cultural
challenges and their impact on literary production and interpretation.

Keywords: (systematic analysis, Edward Said’s thought, cultural criticism).
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