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This research sheds light on the texts contained in the book "Periphery of the
Arabian Sea" by an anonymous author, dating back to the first century AD. These
texts provide valuable information about the location of ports used for trade in
the Red Sea on the Arabian Peninsula side. They also serve as important evidence
for understanding trade and navigation in the Indian Ocean and Red Sea region
in ancient times, and are a significant source for locating the trading markets
established near these ports. The text includes unique details about the conditions
in India and China, demonstrating the author's extensive experience in navigation
and travel throughout the Indian Ocean. It reveals that Greece at that time was
very fond of Eastern goods, including spices, foodstuffs, oils, silk, fabrics, and
precious items, as well as aromatic materials such as frankincense, myrrh, and
ebony. Furthermore, the text provides valuable and highly significant information
about kingdoms that ruled southern Arabia, such as Saba, Hadhramaut, Himyar,
and Zafar. It also provides information about a period considered a significant
turning point in the history of the Arabian Peninsula, detailing the military
campaigns waged by Greece during the reign of... Alexander the Great and the
Seleucids, as well as valuable and useful information about the military
campaigns waged by the Roman Empire against the Arab lands in order to gain
complete control over the sources of trade caravan routes that it controlled in Asia
Minor and Syria, and the direct sea route to the East by occupying a number of
Ptolemaic sites on the Erythracan Sea. Especially since the author of the Periplus
was not a geographer or historian, nor did he have the fame of Strabo or Pliny, as
he was merely an obscure sea merchant, yet he left us texts of great importance
about the conditions of trade and its goods between East and West. These texts
revealed the discovery of new geographical areas and the achievement of great
successes in the commercial field, and they are also an important source for
understanding the historical geography of the Arabian Peninsula. It seems that
the merchant author was one of the sons of the Greek settlements in Egypt in the
upper Red Sea, specifically in the region of (Berenice), as we find that the place
names in Egypt, the Horn of Africa, and the Arabian Peninsula are predominantly
in the Greek form.

Keywords: (Olio Gallus, Erythraean Sea, frankincense, myrrh, port of

Malja, port of Mocha).
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