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Abstract
Turkish—Afghan relations during the era of Mustafa Kemal Atatiirk from

1923 to 1938, considering them an early model of cooperation between two
Muslim states in the interwar period. These relations gained particular
importance within the context of the major international and regional
transformations that followed the collapse of traditional empires and the
emergence of modern nation-states in the Middle East and Asia. The study
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aims to analyze the nature and dimensions of these relations by exploring
the political and legal foundations that shaped them, beginning with the
Turkish—Afghan agreement of 1921, which established the initial
framework for cooperation between the two countries.The research also
highlights the development of these relations within the framework of the
foreign policy of the newly established Turkish Republic, which was
characterized by the principles of balance and non-interference in the
internal affairs of other states, while simultaneously seeking to build
regional relations based on cooperation and stability. In this context, the
study examines several areas of cooperation between the two countries,
particularly in the military and educational fields. Turkey contributed to
the training of Afghan military personnel and sent educational missions
and experts to assist in the modernization of Afghan state institutions
during the 1920s.

Furthermore, the study discusses the impact of the political transformations
that occurred in Afghanistan after 1929 on the course of bilateral relations
and how Turkey dealt with these developments with a pragmatic and
realistic approach. The findings indicate that Turkish—Afghan relations
gradually evolved from limited bilateral cooperation to broader regional
coordination, especially after the signing of the Saadabad Pact in 1937,
which provided a framework for cooperation among several regional
states. The study concludes that Turkish policy toward Afghanistan was
characterized by flexibility and realism and contributed to strengthening
regional stability while presenting a model of balanced interaction between
Muslim states during a period marked by profound political and
international changes.
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