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Abstract

This research aims to analyze China's Belt and Road Initiative within

contemporary Chinese geopolitical thought, considering it a pivotal turning
point in the global power structure. This requires re-reading the initiative with
its land and sea geographical paths according to the classical geopolitical
theories that formulated the concepts of global power, as an explanatory
framework for the international strategies of the major powers.
The research began with a scientific hypothesis that China's Belt and Road
Initiative, with its land and sea geographical routes, does not intersect with
classical geopolitical theories, particularly the Heartland and Rimland theories.
Within a strategic vision that seeks to reshape the sphere of influence through
geo-economics tools, thereby reducing the control of competing regional and
international powers, this research is based on an analytical geopolitical
approach grounded in analytical methodology. To demonstrate the extent to
which the initiative integrates with the concepts of global land and sea control
under the contemporary international strategies of regional and international
powers competing with China.

The research concluded that the Belt and Road Initiative 1s a
contemporary geopolitical model rooted in classical geopolitical thought, such
that the Chinese initiative can contribute to reshaping geopolitical regions by re-
engineering the global map of influence. Because it establishes a major shift in
contemporary Chinese geopolitical thought by combining the land dimension
through control of the Eurasian region and the maritime dimension through
control of strategic passages, straits and ports. This represents one of the
manifestations of contemporary geopolitics, with its implications for the
structure of the international system and the global balance of power, and with
what fulfills China’s ambitions to emerge as a global power within the
framework of regional and international competition policies.
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