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satisfaction, a above-moderate level
of academic hope, and a good average
M = 72.5%).

Correlational analyses revealed statistically

academic achievement

significant positive relationships between
satisfaction  and
0.48), and between
academic hope and achievement (r =
0.53). Most

fully mediated the relationship between

psychological need

academic hope (r =
academic

notably, hope

psychological need satisfaction and
academic achievement: the direct effect of
need satisfaction on achievement became
non-significant (B = 0.09, p > 0.05) when
hope was included in the model, whereas
hope remained a strong predictor (B =
0.46, p < 0.001). These findings suggest that
psychological need satisfaction influences
academic performance not directly, but
by fostering students’ capacity to generate
academic  pathways and strengthen
agentic thinking. Therefore, integrating
academic hope development programs into
school curricula is recommended as an
effective strategy to enhance achievement,
particularly in contexts facing psychological
or structural constraints.

Keywords: psychological need satisfaction,
academic hope, academic achievement,

mediation, preparatory students.
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Abstract

This study aimed to examine the mediating
role of academic hope in the relationship
between psychological need satisfaction
and academic achievement among sixth-
grade preparatory students in Dhi Qar
Governorate. A descriptive-correlational
design was employed, with a stratified
random sample of 216 students. Data
were collected using two researcher-
developed questionnaires: one measuring
psychological need satisfaction (20 items)
and the other assessing academic hope
(20 items), alongside official semester
grade averages as an objective indicator of
academic achievement. Results indicated

a moderate level of psychological need
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