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Abstract:

Although the term «Poetic Image» is a modern critical term, the concept
was available to ancient Arab critics through their attention to the rhetori—
cal styles that achieve poetic depiction. This depiction is achieved through
words, imagination, emotion, and the selection of rhetorical styles that pro—
vide the optimal expression of the poets idea. For example, we find Ibn
Qutaybah (died 276 AH) who pointed to the importance of meanings and
depiction in Al-Shir wa—1-Shwara (Poetry and Poets). Also, <Abd al-Qahir
al-Jurjani (died 471 AH) referred to the relationship between the word and
the meaning and that the beauty of speech appears through depiction and
imagination, stating that eloquence is not in the word alone, but in the com-

position and the figurative depiction of the meaning.

: . The poetic image is formed as a representation of the poets feeling in trans—

ferring the experience from reality to art. It contributes to achieving the re—
quired addition to reality, and the experience has moved from the poet to—
wards the space of the poem (1).

We find that the relationship between the poetic subject and the poetic im-
age is a strong one, where one illuminates the other, and contributes to its
growth within the poetic structure of the qasida or the stanza (2).
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The importance of forming the image in the structure of the poetic text

lies in its being the poevs artistic tool. The poet uses this tool to formulate
their poetic experience, embody their ideas, and personify their emotions in
a tangible artistic way. The poebs ideas and emotions remain static and val—-
ueless unless they crystallize into poetic images that convey them to others. £
Through the poetic image, the poet works to rephrase and reformulate real- °
ity into a new image that may surpass the beauty and impact of the exter— *
nal reality itself. This is because the effectiveness of the poetic image comes
from its ability to combine disparate facts (3).
The poets derived the sources and tributaries of their poetic images, from
which the formation of images emerged and were supplied with elements
of beauty. These sources varied according to the poets culture, the richness
of their experience, the breadth of their imagination, the culture of the soci—
ety, and the development of the environment in which they lived.

Keywords: tributaries, poetic imagery, enthusiasm, Islamic conquest poetry.
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