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Abstract:

This research aims to study a subtle aspect of the methodology of early
hadith critics, namely, the defects based on differences in understanding
rather than differences in narration, given the profound impact this type of
defect has on their judgments regarding prophetic hadiths. The researcher
found that many hadiths with seemingly sound chains of transmission were
deemed defective by critics due to a hidden meaning related to the chain
of transmission. The narrator’s understanding or omission of a compelling

:
:

—".‘II contextual clue reveals that early hadith criticism was not limited to tracing
3 chains of transmission, but rather was based on a complex vision that bal-
= anced the narration with its meaning.

i‘ Keywords: Early critics, narration, prophetic hadiths.
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