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The findings indicate that the highway’s
strategic location at Baghdad’s southern
entrance and its 14 km extension
have enhanced its function as a traffic
diversion corridor, effectively separating
regional through-traffic from local urban
movement. The analysis reveals a noticeable
improvement in traffic performance after
the road’s operation, including reduced
congestion levels, shorter travel times,
and improved service levels within the
Dora area. Moreover, the project has
strengthened spatial connectivity between
Baghdad and the Middle Euphrates and
southern  governorates,  contributing
positively to spatial development and
economic activity. The study concludes that
the Dora-Youssoufia Highway represents
a successful application of transport
geography principles in addressing urban
traffic problems and promoting sustainable
urban and regional development in Iraq.
Keywords:- Transport geography, traffic
Dora-Youssoufia

congestion, Highway,

urban highway, spatial development, GIS.
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abstract:
This study examines the Dora-Youssoufia
Highway Project as a strategically

significant transport infrastructure in
Baghdad, from the perspective of transport
geography, with particular emphasis on
its role in alleviating traffic congestion
and supporting spatial development. The
research adopts a descriptive-analytical
approach, analyzing the geographical,
transport, and engineering characteristics
of the highway. Spatial analysis using
Geographic Information Systems (GIS),
traffic performance indicators—especially
the Level of Service (LOS)—and official
planning designs were employed to assess

the project’s impacts.
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