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The path to higher education democracy and its obstacles in Irag.
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Abstract
The significance of this research stems from the fact that higher education plays a major
role in establishing the foundations of democracy and maturing its social fruits by educating
the public about their political and civil rights and entitlements. Hence, the objective of the
research is embodied in bridging the gap and paving the way for a vital interaction between
the "instrumentality of education” and the "goals of democracy" as a way of life, by
establishing the concept of the (democratization of higher education). To achieve this goal
and comprehend the study's problem, the research relied on the descriptive-analytical
approach to deconstruct concepts, analyze the nature of the relationship between the
university and society, and compare it with the realities of the Iragi context. This was done
according to a study plan that divided the research into four sections dealing sequentially
with: defining the concept of the democratization of higher education, its dialectical
relationship with society, its obstacles in Irag, and finally the proposed solutions. The research
concluded with a set of important results, most notably that democracy needs a suitable social
climate to grow, considering that the university and society are two sides of the same coin,
each reflecting the other's crises and positive aspects. The research also emphasized the
impossibility of instilling democratic principles without bringing about a radical change in the
structure of educational institutions in lrag; as they still suffer from a heavy legacy of
despotism and administrative corruption, in addition to the politicization of the university
campus, the dominance of the quota system, and the decline in academic freedoms, which
stands as a hurdle to its desired democratic development.
"Keywords: Higher Education, Democracy, Iraqi society.
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