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Abstract

The contemporary economic landscape is undergoing a profound structural transformation in the
nature, volume, and utilization of data, placing internal auditing in a position where it must realign
its tools with these accelerating changes. This study proceeds from the premise that Big Data
Analytics represents a fundamental turning point in the evolution of internal auditing, opening
unprecedented horizons for comprehensive oversight and proactive detection of errors and
manipulation. The study aimed to assess the level of utilization of these technologies in internal
audit operations across a number of Iragi economic institutions and to measure their impact on
oversight efficiency indicators. A descriptive-analytical approach was adopted as the primary
methodological tool, and a questionnaire comprising (24) items was designed and distributed to a
purposive sample of (48) internal auditors. The results revealed a high level of belief in the
effectiveness of Big Data techniques in enhancing internal audit efficiency, along with statistically
significant differences between the sample mean and the hypothetical mean in favor of the former.
The study concluded with key recommendations, most notably: the necessity of incorporating Big
Data analytics courses into internal auditor training programs, and developing flexible regulatory
frameworks that accommodate real-time continuous auditing capabilities.

Keywords: Big Data Analytics, Internal Auditing, Audit Efficiency, Corporate Governance,
Risk Management, Digital Transformation.
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