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Abstract

The Soviet-Albanian rift emerged following Stalin's death and Khrushchev's
rise to power, with the Soviet Union adopting a policy of "de-Stalinization,"
which Albania rejected, considering it a deviation from Marxist-Leninist
principles. The divergence between the two sides deepened as disagreements
widened within the socialist bloc. In this context, clear differences emerged
between them, not limited to ideology, but extending to the nature of
relations within the socialist bloc. As the disagreements escalated in party
conferences and international meetings, the crisis took on a more public and
acute character, especially after the Albanian leadership refused to align with
the new Soviet directions, deeming them a departure from the fundamental
principles of socialism as they understood it.

In response, the Soviet Union resorted to a range of political and economic
pressures, including reducing aid and reassessing bilateral relations, in an
attempt to compel Albania to change its stance. However, these measures did
not contain the crisis; rather, they exacerbated it. Albania moved to
strengthen its political independence and sought alternative support, finding
in the People's Republic of China a new strategic partner within the socialist
bloc.

Thus, the dispute reached its peak in the early 1960s, gradually escalating
into a complete political break. This ended the alliance between the two sides
and led to a reshaping of Albania’s position within the global socialist system,
reflecting the profound divisions that had afflicted the Eastern Bloc at that
time.
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