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The Development of Education in Belgium (1919 — 1939)
Dr. Asmaa Hafez Ahmed Al Ahbabi
Tikrit University, College of Education for Humanities

ABSTRACT:
Between 1919 and 1939, Belgian education underwent profound transformations,
reflecting its pivotal role in shaping the modern state and reconfiguring the balance of
power among its multilingual and multi-affiliated components during the interwar
period., transforming schools from spaces of instruction into engines for shaping
collective identity and national belonging. This approach went hand in hand with
efforts to rebuild the social contract, as technical and vocational education expanded
and national employment and unemployment offices were established, alongside
rehabilitation and career guidance programs. This deepened the integration between
education and economic and social policies.At the primary level, innovative curricula
such as “centers of interest” were introduced to Strengthen the connection between
learning and the child’s everyday experience.
Meanwhile, higher education focused on preparing national cadres and reducing
reliance on foreign students, reflecting the state’s commitment to localizing knowledge
and aligning it with its developmental needs.
Keywords: (Belgium, Primary Education, Secondary Education, Economy, Schools).
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