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Summary:

The objective of this study is to investigate an important aspect of the natural
and architectural characteristics that distinguished the royal city of Kar-Tukulti-
Ninurta. Specifically, it focuses on the study of its natural geography, represented by
its location and the surrounding geographical obstacles, which played a role in the
selection of its site. These include permanently flowing rivers, buried (or engineered)
canals, seasonal valleys, mountain ranges, undulating lands, and other natural
features — all of which contributed to increasing the fortification and defensibility of
the site upon which the city was founded, as well as its strategic advantage and
utility.

The study also aims to shed broader light on the planning and architecture of
the city’s defensive fortifications, including both external and internal walls, the
method of their planning, the techniques of their construction, the number and
shapes of the towers, the planning and architecture of the gates, in addition to the
water channels and the independent towers and their dimensions.
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Introduction:

The natural barriers and defensive fortifications received considerable
attention from the Assyrian kings when selecting the sites of their cities, as they
represented both natural and man-made means of protection. The natural obstacles,
such as the rugged terrain of the region—including the Hamrin, Makhul, Khanouka,
and Qara Chokh mountain ranges—along with the Tigris River, its tributaries, and the
deep valleys, served as natural barriers that hindered and slowed the advance of
invading armies. These features constituted the first line of defense before reaching
the constructed fortifications that protected the Assyrian capitals and cities.

The defensive structures themselves consisted of massive walls, gates,
watchtowers, and water channels, all carefully designed to secure the cities against
external threats. This reflects the high level of engineering and military
sophistication achieved by the Assyrians in organizing their urban defenses.
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