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The Reality of Education and llliteracy in Al-Qurna District
) (An Extracted Research based on a Master's thesis
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Abstract

The research aims to study the state of education and illiteracy rates in the district of Al-
Qurna, one of the districts of Basrah Governorate, with a focus on the geographical distribution
among its administrative units. The study relies on data from the Ministry of Education —
Directorate of Education of Basrah Governorate for the academic years 2010-2011 and 2023—
2024, in addition to a questionnaire form used to analyze illiteracy rates by gender and age
groups. The findings reveal an improvement in the educational infrastructure and an increase in
the number of schools and students, particularly in the district center. However, the sub-district
of Al-Thaghar continues to suffer from a clear lack of educational services, especially in
vocational education. The study also shows that the illiteracy rate in Al-Qurna District remains
relatively high, with noticeable disparities among its administrative units. The illiteracy rate in
Al-Thaghar reached 52.8%, compared to 47.2% in the district center. The highest illiteracy rate
was recorded among those aged 65 and above, at 45.3%, while the lowest rate was among the
15+ age group, at 25.5% for the year 2024. The research recommends the need to improve the
educational infrastructure in the district, work on developing school facilities, increase the
number of teachers, enhance school equipment, and redistribute educational institutions more
evenly—particularly by constructing schools and providing them with qualified staff in Al-
Thaghar sub-district. It also emphasizes the importance of expanding literacy programs by
establishing new centers, especially in rural areas where illiteracy rates are high, and equipping

these centers with specialized and qualified educational personnel.

Keywords: (Population Geography, Educational Structure, Al-Qurna District)
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