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The emergence and transformations of the prose poem in the city of Nasiriyah
(Existential problem)
Researcher: Dr. Khalid Rahim Bayish
University of Shatrah — College of Education for Women

Abstract:

The term “prose poem” appeared in Iraqi literature as a new form of expression that resulted
from many experimental forms worked on by the generation of poets of the first half of the
twentieth century. When it appeared, it was considered a revolution against the pillar of Arabic
poetry, especially in its rhythmic dimension. This artistic form has come to occupy a large space
in global and Arab poetic output in general, and in the contemporary lIragi poetic scene in
particular. The prose poem has acquired a more established literary form and clear theorizing, and
many aesthetic frameworks have settled with it. The prose poem is also distinguished by the lack
of isolation and independence of the word. The prose poem, as those who know it see it, has a
form and a closed unity. It is a circle or a semi-circle. It is known as poetry that uses prose for
purely poetic purposes. The form should not be the essence of the matter, but what is required of
the poet is to convince the reader of the beauty of what he writes. The content of the prose poem
reflects a broad poetic culture and philosophical ideas that are far beyond reach. The prose text
also reflects a huge arsenal of language and human and civilizational intertextuality with many
human texts and civilizations. Therefore, most poets in the past tried to break free from the
constraints of the classical poem, and what motivated them to this liberation in form and renewal
was the emergence of the broad liberation movement at the hands of poetry pioneers such as Nazik
al-Malaika, Badr Shakir al-Sayyab and other Arab poets. So they sought to search for new forms
with attempts that they wanted to find clear features for their poems under the title of concentrated
prose. The first attempts at renewal were by Hussein Mardan, and the Iragqi magazine Al-Kalima
had the lead in bringing together Iraqi poets behind the banner of the prose poem, despite the
difference in their poetic abilities and their intellectual and artistic awareness. Therefore, the poets
of Iraq, like others, went through those circumstances and experiences, and their attempts were to
unlock the codes of existence in diverse and new forms. This era flourished, in which the star of
the poets of the prose poem shone through Iraqi experiences. This is what we find clearly evident
in the experiences and important attempts of poets such as Abdul Rahman Majid Al-Rubaie, Salah
Faiqg, Sarkon Boulos, and Fadhil Al-Azzawi. Al-Rubaie was considered one of the first poets of
the prose poem in Irag and Nasiriyah who were influenced by modernism and their serious pursuit
of the renewal movement in poetry in particular and literature in general. A number of important
poets also emerged on the Nasiriyah poetry scene, including Ahmed al-Bagri, Khalid al-Amin, and
others such as the short story writer and novelist Mohsen al-Khafaji. Once the prose poem became
known in Nasiriyah, the number of its writers among the city's poets increased, with Ageel Ali
being a prominent figure, rising to stardom and becoming one of its most important writers in Iraq
and the Arab world. Among the poets of Nasiriyah are also Hassan Al-Khayyat, Kazem Jihad,
Abdul-Azim Finjan, Kamal Sabti, Ali Al-Bazzaz, Muhammad Al-Hafiz, Abdul-Hamid Al-Sayeh,
Nasif Al-Nasiri, Najeh Naji, Muhammad Al-Kaabi, Muhammad Mutair, Razzaq Al-Zidi, Ali
Shabib, and others from later generations. We often find them in their writings trying to give an
Iragi character with local features through their connection to the local heritage and Sumerian
history and including it in most of their texts. They were also directly influenced by modernity and
renewal among modern Western poets and what reached them through translation of their
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writings. Therefore, they adopted the call to write in it, starting from the fact that this is a civilized
position, and this is what most of their modern poetic writings embodied. The emergence of the
modern poem in the city of Nasiriyah was accompanied by the most important problem, which is
the continuation of communication between the poet and the recipient after the means of
conveying the communication process changed, starting from the poet’s artistic and thematic
starting points to the new formation of poetic taste among the recipient of the text. This was
considered a revolution in poetry, especially among the poets of the prose poem in the city of
Nasiriyah, when poetry became written by the poet and his words were drawn, and the recipient
read it and received it visually according to coordinated linguistic structures that differ from their
counterparts in the vertical poem. These transformations in poetry writing in the city of Nasiriyah
prompted poets to adopt writing systems and structures that formed a new type of poetry. Poets
then began to search their imaginations, aided by the capabilities of the Arabic language, in terms
of structure and text, in which the form is pre-planned and connected conceptually to the internal
content in a structural unity, integrated, and difficult to separate its components through the
optimal distribution of words and sentences on the paper, in forms that differ from their old
production areas by relying on visual writing, meaning that it is a product of the moment when
culture moved from the ear to the eye, so multiple types of prose poetry writing appeared in the
city of Nasiriyah. The poetic trend of the poet in Nasiriyah was considered the most prominent due
to its exciting connection with poetic consciousness, to the point that the poets of this city had a
specialization in a type of writing that they were known for, while others combined more than one
type of consistency in their different poems throughout their poetic experiences. The prose poem
in the city of Nasiriyah did not stop at the initial boundaries with which it began, and which Iraqi
and Arab prose poems followed, which focused on a specific writing style in which linear prose
writing is a component in the construction of the single poetic sentence. Rather, it sought the
intentional artistic handling of the number of words within the line, the length of the sentence, or
its brevity, and how to distribute all of that on the paper with precisely calculated spaces, as well
as dealing with the poetic text as a unit, completely independent, which forms a linear image, total,
no matter how different its written masses are, whether they are separate or intertwined. Benefiting
from the significance of the word and the sentence as a written line, prose poems appeared in types
that were not discovered or perceived, while others fell into their similarity to their predecessors.
Those discovered or modified types indicate the awareness of the prose poem poet in the city of
Nasiriyah in what he writes.
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